
Using persuasive techniques: DAFORREST 

Genres of non-fiction writing

Rhetorical technique Definition Example

Direct address Using the pronouns ‘You’ and ‘Your’ to talk straight to the reader. Do you thinks it is fair that teenagers are stereotyped by the media?

Anecdote A short story to illustrate a point A friend of mine experienced the most awful events when they ….

Facts Information that can be proven Global temperatures are rising each and every year.

Opinion of expert Something from a person whom people believe Dr Claire Smith of Oxford University claims, “Global warming is ….”

Repetition Use of a word or phrase more than once We must try harder. We must work together. We must act ….

Rhetorical Question A question to make the audience think. No answer needed. Is there ever an excuse for rudeness?

Emotive appeal Encouraging feelings of guilt, sympathy, fear, regret etc. How are these poor, weak, defenceless animal supposed to avoid ….

Statistics The use of percentages or fractions to seem convincing In Britain over 62% of people ……

Triple The use of three words/phrases in a row for impact. Wildlife is precious, valuable and beautiful, so we need to ….

Genre Key features

Letter Addresses, date, greeting (Dear …..), paragraphs, sign-off (yours sincerely/faithfully)

Speech Title, greeting (Good morning ….), paragraphs, Thanks (Thank you for listening …)

Article Title (with pun/alliteration?), Paragraphs, byline (writer’s name)

Leaflet Title, subheadings, bullet points, WWWWWH (what, when, where, why, who, how)

Essay Title, thesis statement, clear line of argument.
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Proof read your work

Allow yourself some time at the end to check 
your work:
1. Do your sentences all start with capital 

letters?
2. Do all names have capital letters?
3. Do all sentences end with a full stop, a 

question mark or an exclamation mark?
4. Have you used paragraphs?
5. Have you used apostrophes? Can’t, I’m, 

They’ll
6. Have you used the right homophone –

their/there/they’re?



Advanced Rhetorical Techniques
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Advanced techniques Definition Example

Hyperbole Exaggeration for effect of persuasion Our world is burning and the fire is spreading …

Counter argument Giving an opposing view to your own for the purpose of undermining it. Many people believe that …. However, this is wrong, because …

Hypophora Asking a question in one sentence and deliberately answering it in the next. Are there occasions when prejudice is acceptable? No!

Epistrophe Repetition of a word or expression at the end of successive phrases or sentences. We must stop now. The time to act is now. The crisis is now.

Use ambitious vocabulary

Vary your sentence starters

Start your sentence with an:

I -ing word (present participle)

S Simile 

P Place word / Preposition (Under/ 
over/beneath/ behind/ within / on / 
adjacent to)

A Adverb (-ly word)

C Conjunction (FANBOYS)

ED -ED  word (past tense verb)


