
High Standards & High Expectations

Welcome to the Year 8 Curriculum 
Evening

This PPT will be available from the “Curriculum – Overview” section of our website 



Aim of the evening

• Provide an overview of what students will learn this 
year

• Provide information on our approach to revision

• Provide information on the curriculum for English, 
Maths and Science

• Provide information on how you can support your 
child with their work

• Provide details of the pastoral support available

• Provide information on our approach to homework, 
Class Charts and Enrichment opportunities



Structure of  Year 8 

50 lessons over a 2-week timetable 

25 lessons per week plus 25-minute tutor time each day

Maths – 7 lessons

English – 8 lessons

Computer Science – 2 lessons 

Science – 6 lessons

(Physics, Chemistry, Biology  – taught by 1 teacher) 

Organised into ability sets

Physical Education – 3 lessons 

PSHE – 2 lessons – with tutor (Thursday P1)  



Structure of  Year 8 

History – 3 lessons 

Geography – 2 lessons

DT inc Food/Textiles – 3 lessons

Art, Dance, Drama, Music, Religion, French, Spanish – 2 lessons

Taught mixed ability – Different grouping for practical subjects

Nurture provision for English, Humanities and Language



Options in Year 8 

Year 9 transition Year 

Students to make choices in readiness for Year 9

Process starts in Spring term

Students make 4 choices with 2 reserves 

Choices must include a language and/or humanities 
subject 

Options evening – 27th February 2025



A typical lesson
• High expectations and challenge from the start.

• Silent starter used for retrieval practice – helping 
students remember more.

• Introduce knew knowledge in a clear and concise 
manner

• Use expert modelling (“I/We/You”) to explain the 
tasks.

• Opportunity for purposeful practice and problem 
solving.

• Skillful questioning to check understanding



… the importance of books
All work should contain a margin

All work should normally be in blue or black ink

All work should have a heading and date which are underlined

Diagrams should be in pencil and a ruler used at all times where 

appropriate.

Work should be neatly presented in terms of handwriting

Completed work should be “ruled off” and blank pages/sections 

avoided

Any crossing out should be by ruler with one line through it

Rough work/tests should normally be completed in the back of 

book (silent starters…)



Reporting Process

• Students will receive three reports per year

• Each subject will give grades from A-D in 
Effort, Progress, Homework and Behaviour

• Reports are emailed home and paper copies 
given to students: 24th Nov, 29th January and 
19th June

• Academic Tutoring takes place on 27th

November and 4th December. 

• Parents’ Evening take place once per year on 
12th March



Assessment

• Regularly takes place in lessons through silent 
starters and low stakes quizzes.

• 3 formal assessments per year – Substantive 
Assessments. Marked with WWW and EBI 
comments from the teacher.

• One End of Year Exam in each subject – from 
8th June



Enrichment: PD Days



Enrichment: Extracurricular



Key features

• Timetable

• Homework

• Positive points

• Negative behaviour points

• Detentions

• School announcements 

• Attendance



We encourage all parents and carers to:
• Download and log in regularly
• Check homework deadlines
• Review behaviour and rewards
• Monitor attendance and punctuality
• Read school announcements/messages
• Contact tutor if you need help



Please ask your child's tutor if you need your code

(they were sent to all parents when their child was in Year 7)



Homework expectations

Weekly 
(up to 30 mins each)

Fortnightly 
(~ 30 mins per cycle)

Half-termly Projects

• English (plus 
reading)

• Languages 
(vocabulary & 
topic study)

• Mathematics
• Science

• DT Construction
• DT Food / Textiles
• History
• Geography
• Computing
• RWV (Religion & 

World Views)
• Dance

• Music
• Art
• Drama

We anticipate that in Year 7 and Year 8 a student can expect to have up to 4-5 
hours of homework a week, plus their own individual reading time every day. 



Pastoral Support

Year 8

Head of Year:
Mr Parkman

Pastoral Lead Officer: 
Mrs Binding



Positive Achievement

Aspiration

• Outstanding progress

• Achieving your goals and targets

• Giving full effort in activities

• Involvement in Enrichment

Confidence

• Positive attitude and engagement

• Excellent effort

• Deadlines met

• Working as part of a team

Kindness

• Being a positive role model

• Helping and supporting others

• Listening to others

Responsible

• Follow the school Code of Conduct

• High standards of uniform

• High standards of equipment

• High standards of attendance and 
punctuality

Respect

• Polite and respectful to all staff and 
students

• Respecting members of the school / 
local community in all actions

• Being fair, considerate and tolerate

• Respecting others views and opinions

Resilience

• Showing perserverance and 
commitment

• Working out of your comfort zone

• Showing strength of character

• Overcoming difficulties



Ready to Learn



Attendance 

By promoting good attendance and punctuality we aim to:

• Make good attendance and punctuality a priority for all those 

involved in the school community

• Raise our students’ awareness of the importance of good attendance 

and punctuality

• Provide support, advice and guidelines to parents/guardians, 

students and staff

• Work in partnership with parents/guardians

• Celebrate and reward good attendance and punctuality

School expectation: 97% 



Impact of non-attendance and 
Lost learning



Weekly Tutor Routines 2025/26

Year 8

MONDAY

Uniform, 
Equipment Checks 
and Tutor Reading

TUESDAY

Literacy
Tutor Reading

WEDNESDAY

SMSC and British 
Values

THURSDAY

W1 SLT 
Assembly W2 HOY

Assembly 
(Theatre)

FRIDAY

Numeracy, 
Character 

Education and 
Class Charts 

Review

Weekly tutor routines provide an 

opportunity:

• Promote a love of reading through class 

novel (The boy in the stripped pyjamas).

• Promote British values of 

democracy, rule of law, liberty, respect

• Opportunity to learn through events in 

Assembly.

PSHE/RSE - (Relationships and sex 

education):

• Promoting a safe and healthy future

• Work and next steps in the future.



PSHE and RSE 2025/2026
Year 8

Autumn 
Term 1

Autumn 
Term 2

Spring 
Term 1

Spring 
Term 2

Summer Term 1 Summer 
Term 2

Living in the 
wider world 
topics:

• Self Harm

• Online 
Grooming

• Social 
Media 
Stress

Health and 
wellbeing 
topics:

• Eating 
disorders

• Vaping

• Lifestyle 
diseases 
and 
cancer

Finance and 
careers 
topics:

• Options

• Career 
Educatio
n

Relationships 
topics: (External 
Speaker)

• Pornography

• Consent and 
safe sex

• STIs

Finance and 
careers topics:

• Payslips and 
tax

• Employability 
Skills

Relationship
s topics:

• Developi
ng bodies



Revision – The Science of 
Learning



Revision – The Science of 
Learning



Least effective techniques



Evidence informed revision 
strategies 

1. Blank paper blitz



Evidence informed revision 
strategies

2. Flash cards

1. Every day
2. Tuesday 

and 
Thursday

3. Friday



Evidence informed revision 
strategies

3. Self-Quizzing



Evidence informed revision 
strategies

4. Knowledge Organisers



Practical Revision Tips: Help your child 

to get the most out of their revision

• Encourage them to take a “little and often”
approach to studying. 

• Encourage your child to keep healthy revision 
habits

• Have a designated place for anything study-related; 
this helps your child become more organised.

• Create a distraction free environment



Science KS3 Curriculum
YEAR 8



Rationale

• The beauty is knowing there is still the unknown….

• Spiral curriculum

• Use of retrieval techniques to embed students 
knowledge and understanding.

• Understanding of the physical, biological and 
chemical Sciences, scientific process and how these 
fields are applicable in everyday life.



Year 8 Overview



Assessments

• 3 main substantive assessments a year

• Teacher marks assessment

• EBIs identified

• Formative assessment takes place in class 
throughout each lesson 



End of year exam

• Issued Checklists and Knowledge organisers

• Active revision



Knowledge Organisers



Homework: Carousel Quizzing



Enrichment

We aim to enrich the curriculum outside of the 

taught curriculum at KS3 through opportunities 

such as:

• KS3 Science club

• STEM Club

KS3 Science Club
Wednesdays 3.15PM in S5



Looking ahead

• In year 9, students move into a transition year 
in preparation for GCSE course

• The options process later in year 8 we will 
identify the students who will study Combined 
Science (worth 2 GCSEs) and those who will 
study the Triple GCSE course in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics separately ( 3 GCSEs)



Maths KS3 Curriculum
YEAR 8



Rationale

Maths at Bishop Fox’s
• Helps your child develop skills for life and 

future careers

• Builds confidence, curiosity and problem-
solving

• By the end of Year 8: all key topics 
introduced, with solid foundations for GCSE



Year 8 overview

• Year 8 topics:

• 7 lessons a fortnight so approx. three weeks 
on each module.



Autumn term

• Still in sets similar to last year with some 
changes

• Accuracy and Estimation followed by Solving

• Start Area and Perimeter.

• Each module is then split into further 
subtopics with maths staff agreeing how far 
each group should go dependent on ability.

• Assessed at the end of the module with follow 
up lessons to improve understanding further.



Homework

You will have already received a letter about Sparx maths which we use for homework 
every week.



Once logged in, students compulsory homework will be 
the first thing that they see. Due every Wednesday.

There are additional tasks on the "XP Boost" and "Target" tabs for 
students who want to make even greater progress.

"Independent learning" also has every topic open to learn/revise 
whenever you like.

Wednesday



Maths teachers available twice a week to support logging in and help with any issues.

Please bear in mind students will have to struggle sometimes so the system learns 
their ability and how to pitch the level of questions.

Students can also always message their class teacher on ClassCharts but it is no good 
doing that on a Tuesday evening when the homework is due the next day!



Assessments

• Each module of work is followed by 
assessment.

• Students shown checklist and given revision 
lesson in preparation

• Teacher marks assessment, students RAG, 
WWW and EBI.

• Results are tracked on a Covey chart.

• Personalised feedback and Covey informs 
future lessons.



Knowledge Organisers



End of year exam

• 1 EOYE in June

• Students already have Knowledge organisers

• They are Issued Checklists with links 

• Active revision in class



Enrichment

We aim to enrich the curriculum outside of the 
taught curriculum through opportunities such as:

• UKMT Individual maths challenges

• Other local competitions (eg Taunton school)

In later years

• Cypher Challenge

• UKMT Team challenges

• A level taster lessons



English KS3 Curriculum
YEAR 8



Rationale

English at Bishop Fox’s

• Explores big questions about people and the 
world

• Broad range of texts to give wide experiences

• Builds confident readers, writers and speakers

• Prepares students for future opportunities



Year 8 Topic
Autumn 1 Of Mice and Men

A study of this very influential and 
important novel.

Autumn 2 Blood Brothers
A modern drama text that addresses 
issues of inequality in our society

Spring 1 Gothic Fiction
Always popular with students – a look 
at this influential genre.

Spring 2 Autobiographical Writing and Famous 
Speeches
Some of the great speeches – Inspiring 
and informative.

Summer 1 Poetry From Other Cultures
A selection of different poetry with 
different voices from around the world.

Summer 2 The Environment
A chance to engage with a wide range 
of non-fiction writing linked through 
this essential theme.



Assessment

• The end of each unit – each half term – there 
will be an assessment.

• Teacher will give feedback showing student 
strengths (WWW:) and areas for 
improvement (EBI:).

• The teacher will then reteach areas the need 
improvement.

• Students will have a chance to respond to 
this by working to improve their outcomes.



Homework

• Students will receive one piece of homework 
each week.

• Homework will be based on the knowledge 
organiser.

• We feel that the benefit of homework is 
important – not least in that it teaches 
the study skills needed to achieve at GCSE.

• Homework will work alongside the learning 
that takes place in class.



Enrichment

• We aim to make English as enjoyable as possible, 
both in and out of lessons:

• We are planning to add as many extra-curricular 
opportunities as possible.

• Book clubs for various abilities

• Theatre trips

• Library sessions

• Carnegie shortlist reading



Reading Lists



High Standards & High Expectations
Thank you all for attending and have 

a safe journey home

Any further questions please email your child’s tutor at 
office@bishopfoxs.co.uk


