NEWSletter
Dear Parents/Guardians
Somewhat unwisely we always assume that things will be
easier in the Summer Term.
Year 11 have all but completed their somewhat torturous
journey through the maze of Summer examinations and
colleagues and students are to be commended on the
tremendous effort that so many have applied. Classes have run
before and after school and also during lunchtimes. The
commitment to Year 11 is all encompassing and comes of
course on top of the many commitments colleagues already
have, to meetings, activities, preparation and marking.
Obviously the efforts to recruit a new Headteacher carry an
additional burden of work for Governors and staff in the school.
However, we are delighted to announce that our current Deputy
Head, Miss Tonkin, will take over from me in January. I wish her
every success.
We are now fully staffed for September. It has however proved
very difficult to recruit so many teaching posts given what
amounts to a recruitment crisis across the country.
We say goodbye to a number of long serving and quality
colleagues and wish each of them well with their future
direction. My thanks as they come to leave go to:Katie Jones, Jenny Mortlock (Maternity), Anna Whittaker
(Maternity), Ben Hall, Denise Cooper, Fiona Wreford, Katie
Austin, Claire Mallon, Belinda Bell, Sally Dennehy, Jo Evans,
Shirley Harris (retiring after 27 years’ service), Sara White, Ben
Palmer and Jake Farr.
In September we welcome the following to the school:
Tori Blackshaw, Kathryn Botting, Alan Chandler, Maisie Charles,
Clare Hodgson, Caroline Garrett, Pippa Johnson, Juliette Lowe,
Sabina Mason, Amy Matthews, Louise Naum, Sally Parker,
Stacy Ryder, Becky Tabb, Ann-Marie Trigg, Sophia Waugh,
Rachael Woods and Hollie Wright.
At the time of writing the school roll sits at 950. The new Year 7
intake stands at 196 with some appeals still to be heard. There
are nearly 50 students on the waiting list for places.
We must be mindful, however, that as we seek to satisfy
parental preferences, the site remains unsuited to the increased

numbers and we do continue to have some concerns in relation
to class sizes, rooming and corridor movement.
We have prepared plans at a cost of £15,000 to submit for new
buildings approval. If the roll is to grow to 1000, I do believe
that this is essential since our existing accommodation is
insufficient. I do feel that an important decision is pending on
Year 6 numbers in the light of project approval and funding
being made available.
Steve Summerill continues to prepare the path for the new 3
year Key Stage 4 beginning in September. Both Year 8 and 9
have selected Choices at Key Stage 4 and Curriculum Teams
are busy rewriting Schemes of Work in readiness for these
changes.
It is little wonder that staff are increasingly tired and stressed
given the plethora of changes made to the Curriculum GCSEs,
syllabus and the removal of the National Assessment
Framework.
Our most recent Curriculum Day was enjoyed by staff and
students with visits to Cheddar, Weston, Bristol and
Techniquest. My thanks to colleagues for the extras they so
willingly contribute for the benefit of students.
I must also express my thanks to staff and students who
contributed to a wonderful Summer music concert, the KS3
production of ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ‘and our recent
‘rain infested’ Sports Day.
Despite the poor funding settlement, we have set a balanced
budget this year and continue to hold contingency funds. Credit
to Mrs Robertson and colleagues for some very prudent
financial management.
At the end of term I stand down as Chair of the Somerset
Association of Secondary Headteachers. I will therefore be able
to focus exclusively on the Bishop Fox’s community for my last
term in post.
Wishing you all an enjoyable and I hope sunny Summer break.

Paul Scutt, Headteacher
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FRENCH (OR IS IT SPANISH?!) CLUB
This term French Club decided to turn their hand to a new
language and became Spanish Club! We have a record number of
members so have taken on an ambitious reworking of the classic
story of Snow White – in Spanish! Students have written the entire
script for ‘Blancanieves, los siete enanos, Shrek y Fiona’ which
includes the addition of some evil dwarfs, Dwarf Vader and of
course, Shrek and Fiona – we look forward to performing this
masterpiece soon!




 







YEAR 7 FRENCH & BUSINESS CURRICULUM DAY
Students from 7AMT, 7TST, 7EES & 7SL worked together in forms
to create a pitch for a French Bastille Day themed meal for 100
guests at the Castle Hotel. They prepared the budget, designed
the menu and entertainment for the evening and presented their
pitch to a team of judges in both French and English –
congratulations to 7TST who won the competition!



YEAR 9 SPANISH BOOSTER LESSONS
Since February, a selection of budding Hispanists have been
building on their taster lessons in Spanish, undertaking a weekly
lesson after school on a Wednesday. They have covered the topics
of Food & Drink, House & Home, Sports & Hobbies and Holidays
as well as learning the patterns of several different tenses! This
has stood them in good stead for taking Spanish at GCSE and a
good number of them will be receiving their Language Half or Full
colours at the end of the year – ¡bien hecho!





KS4 MFL
Congratulations to Year 11 students for completing their French &
Spanish GCSEs – we wish them all the very best for their results
in the Summer. Year 10 students have undertaken their first Written
Controlled Assessment (15%) on the theme of Holidays, and have
been preparing this term for their second task on the topic of
Home & Environment (15%) – preparation for the Speaking Tasks
(also worth 15% each) will begin on return in September. Enjoy the

Summer Break!



They have covered the topics of Food & Drink, House &

FRENCH TRIP – CHATEAU D’EBBLINGHEM
Students in KS3 enjoyed a visit to northern France from 28th April to 1st May with the Languages Department. They shopped in the
market and the local shops in Boulogne-Sur-Mer in order to practise their French, and were treated to a sweet making display at the
Becasuc sweet factory where they had a chance to try out the products on offer. Through visiting a WW1 Mémorial at Thiepval and
touring the WW2 centre at La Coupole students were able to take in some of the history of the local area, and as well as making crêpes
and tasting snails, they also had the opportunity to enjoy the rides at Parc Astérix and to meet the new born animals at Montcavrel Goat
Farm.

This has stood them in good stead for taking
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BRAZILIAN ART DAY
Bishop Fox’s school ran a Brazil based Art day for local primary
schools including St George’s and Blackbrook - students from
Year 3 and 5 joined our Art department to participate in a circus of
activities. The primary school students were supported by Year 7,
8, 9 and 10 students who are are part of the FAB art club. The art
day organiser, Mrs Thomas, said ‘the students participated in 3
workshops – we ran a pottery workshop where students designed
and made tropical birds, an Art workshop where they made
carnival masks and a third workshop where the students made
healthy smoothies based on Brazilian grown food’. Mr Summerill,
Deputy Head added ‘Working with our local community is
important to us, if we can offer workshops to our local schools that
allows them to develop skills and use facilities they normally do
not encounter until secondary school, then we are pleased to
help’.

ALICE IN FOX’S WONDERLAND
Drama students in Years 7 to 9 presented an adaption of Alice in
Wonderland to packed audiences in the theatre. The feedback
from the audience was fantastic and the students received
standing ovations each night. The production was directed by Mrs
Keedwell and Mrs Hampson and included a cast and crew of over
50.

Mrs Evans explained ‘We believe very strongly in community at
Fox’s and so take great delight when we can work with local
primary schools to help develop drama skills amongst our local
community’

Mrs Hampson said ‘The students were incredibly enthusiastic and
showed great commitment which lead to a fantastic production’.
Mr Summerill, Deputy Head, added ‘Our drama department have
had consistently the best Drama GCSE results in the county, this
is due to the commitment of the Drama teachers but also of the
talent and commitment of our students - we are rightly proud of
all the students that took part’.
The show was sold out both nights and the cast ran a matinee
production for local primary schools. We also ran student led
workshops in 5 local primary schools and a special school.

A FAREWELL...

Well where do I start? – after thirteen years I thought I should write
a thank you to all the students, staff and parents, past and present
who have been an absolute joy to work with. I have thoroughly
enjoyed my time at Fox’s and have appreciated all the support,
from smiles in the corridors to lifts home after late productions. I
shall miss you immensely and will think of you fondly. And finally
all the very best to Mrs Keedwell and Mrs Hampson, I am so
excited to see where the drama department will go next ……..
Mrs Evans x
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BRILLIANT CLUB

Students from Year 9 launched their Brilliant Club - Scholars
Project with a trip to Wadham College, Oxford. They are beginning
a project with a Bath University PhD student (Luke Williams) on
‘Thermophillic Chemurgy’, a topic linked to his own PhD study.

GEOGRAPHY

Students have begun studying Bio-chem topics up to A-level
standard in preparation for their final 2000 word report. They will
then be marked using university style classifications and visit
another top university in the autumn to graduate from the project.

June was a busy month in Geography. Our Year 10 geographers
embarked on their final GCSE field trip to Weston-super-Mare.
The students worked well taking notes and sketching before
observing the tourist facilities offered at Weston which, as always,
included sampling the chips and ice-cream! Mr Truby was the
hero of the day as he guarded Mrs Sumption’s chips from a seagull
attack – a new item to be added to next year’s risk assessment!
Well done Year 10 a great day out and good luck with your
Controlled Assessment!
Year 8 also paid a visit to a coastal area this month - Dawlish
Warren. X-band travelled on the Tuesday with glorious sunshine
and Y-band travelled on the Friday in the pouring rain! Both days
were great fun however and the students worked well sketching
the hard rock formations, recording all the sea defences and
learning about coastal management as well as spending some
time examining giant jelly fish and stone skimming in the sea!

!

Students gathered on the school field for a remembrance photograph for the Think Amy charity. Wednesday 15th June marked
the 5 year anniversary since the death of Bishop Fox's student Amy Hofmeister. Amy was only 13 years old when a car lost
control at 80mph and ploughed onto the pavement where Amy was cycling, killing her instantly.
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SPORTING PROFILES

HOLLY MCKENNA
Sporting Achievement:

Somerset Athletics

U14 ROUNDERS COUNTY CHAMPIONS

A massive congratulations to all the girls who trained and
competed this year in rounders. A squad of 10 was selected
for the county finals. In a tense nail biting final against
Kingsmead the girls put in an incredible performance resulting
in a 3 – 1 ½ win. The standard of commitment, focus and skill
was impressive. Well done.
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Sports Leaders have been impressive this year. They have been
involved in running 8 Primary Festivals for
 over
 a thousand

 
students from Reception to Year 6. Students have achieved
nationally recognised qualifications in a range of sports,
including Sports leaders UK Young Leaders Award.

What is your sporting ambition?
My sporting ambition is to compete
at the English Schools National
Finals, both for Team Somerset and
as an individual and to continue to
progress with my other sports like
Netball and Hockey.
What is your most memorable
sporting moment?
It came at the South West Regional Finals when I finished the
gruelling 800m, and I knew I had beaten the girls I needed to in
order to secure a possible place in the Nationals and rank in the
top 10 in the South West. I ran a personal best and beat the school
record.
What advice would you give to someone in sport?
Be determined; life can throw all sorts of obstacles that may lead
you to think you can’t achieve, but hard work pays off and there is
no better feeling than knowing you’ve done your friends and family
proud.
Where do you see yourself in five years’ time?
I hope to see myself competing for Somerset, this time as a senior
heptathlete and striving to gain more Personal Best’s in order to be
amongst and compete against the best in the country.
Who is your sporting idle/role model?
Jessica Ennis-Hill for obvious reasons. But what I find most
inspiring about her is not only her achievements but how she
 gender

 and
encourages and motivates people of all ages,





background. She worked hard to achieve her goals and I think
that’s how we should all live our lives.
If you could attend any sporting event in the world, what would


it be?
The Olympics, the biggest sporting stage in the world.

















Events such as Sports Relief, Intra Sports and Sports Day
cannot run without the valuable contribution that the leaders
make. The PE department would like to thank you all for your
commitment and efforts to these running highly successfully.

SPORTS RELIEF

Sport Leaders organised
wacky activities ranging
from a cake sale to
obstacle races, staff Vs
student dodge ball and
beat the staff goalie. They
raised £150. Well done
to all involved!
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SPORTS DAY 2016

ACHIEvEMENT AWARDS

YEAR 7

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

Gugu Mlotshwa - 200m
Marta Szwajkowska - 300m
Anais Rogers - 300m
Bliss Webber - Shot
Ryan Boyland - Discus
Paizun Hossain - Discus
Lydia Smith - Triple Jump,
100m, Relay
Alex Hutchings - Triple Jump
Arun Johnson - Javelin
Jack Harris - 200m, Discus

Noah Baigent - Long Jump, 100m
Alisha Oaten - 300m, Discus
Reuben Billington - Long Jump,
300m
Ellie Turner - 800m
Dana Shapter - 1500m
Tegan Johns - 100m
Sam Ponter - 300m
Oscar Selwood - Shot Put

Alfie Rae - Long Jump, 100m
Belle Middleton - 200m
Phillip Smith - 200m
Freya Cook - 800m
Erica Betteridge - 1500m
Lauren Knight - Shot Put,200m,
Relay
Tom Cave - Javelin, 800m, Relay
Dulcie Lanaghan - Triple Jump
Jack Pountney - Discus

Daisy Smith - 100m, 200m, Relay
Lucy Trask - Javelin
Hatti Brookes - Javelin
Abbey Bailey - Triple Jump
Callum Parr - Triple Jump
Mitchell James - 100m
Ethan Keating - Discus
Lauren Hill - Long Jump
10CAM - 4x100m Relay
(Lauren Hill, Meredith Willis,
Ellie Jenkins, Rachael Bailey)

WINNING FORMS
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RECORD BREAKERS

Marta Szwajkowska - 300m, 53.38secs

Tom Cave - 1500m, 4mins 43secs
Tom Cave - 800m, 2mins 12secs

Kaine Savery - 1500m, 49.84secs
Joe Ponter - 1500m, 4mins 56secs

Sam Ponter - 300m, 47.23secs
Sam Ponter - 1500m, 4mins 59secs

Lydia Smith - 100m, 13.45secs
Lydia Smith - Long Jump, 4m 47cm

Alfie Rae - High Jump, 1m 55cm

Lucy Stennett - 300m, 43.10secs
Lucy Stennett - 4 x 100m RELAY, 59.31sec
Lizzie Horsey - 4 x 100m RELAY, 59.31sec
Evie Cosgrove - 4 x 100m RELAY, 59.31sec
Holly McKenna - 4 x 100m RELAY, 59.31sec

Holly McKenna - 200m, 27.48secs
Holly McKenna - 800m, 2mins 40secs
Holly McKenna - Shot Put, 8m 41cm
Holly McKenna - High Jump, 1m 45cm
Holly McKenna - Long Jump, 4m 86cm
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SPORTING PROFILES
TOM CAVE

Sporting Achievement:

Somerset Athletics



What is your sporting ambition?
My sporting ambition is to get far in
running and if I can win at a big
event like National Schools and
country in running.
What is your most memorable
sporting moment?
I’ve had a few because of how
many races I’ve done. One of my
best would have to be winning the 800m at the County
Championship on the 11th June in a time of 2 min 12.76 sec

PARALLEL GAMES WINNERS

Once again teams in Boccia, Wheelchair Basketball, Indoor Athletics
and Badminton came away with gold and silver medals. Great team
spirit and a huge amount of fun was had by all.
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impressive 4th.

CHARLIE HOO

PER

Following Charlie’s
success
at the Somerset
Schools
Golf Championship
s he was
selected to re
present
Somerset against
Dorset.
He continues to be
highly
successful,
winning
a
number of junior
club
competitions at
Taunton
and Pickeridge Golf
Club.



















 



What advice would you give to someone in sport?
In running my advice would be don’t give up. There is always going
to be someone better than you and you have to deal with it. If you
stick at it you have potential to be as good as that person who was
better.
Where do you see yourself in five years’ time?
In five years’ time if I was good enough to go to a top university then
I’d love
 to study

 sportand continue
  running.


  
Who is your sporting idle/role model?
It would have to be Steve Prefontaine who was absolutely amazing
but
in a car crash
 tragically

 died

 before
  he could beat
 the 5K World
record.
If you could attend any sporting event in the world, what would
 it be?


It would absolutely be the Olympics for many reasons. It’s the

     

 
 


biggest athletics event in the world, I would love to compete in it
and the atmosphere is incredible.

WIMBLEDON

NETBALL

Congratulations to Gugu
Mlotshwa and Tejah Mossman
for being successful in gaining
a place in the Area Satellite
Netball Academy and Lauren
Knight who has progressed
on to County.





A few of this year’s most
committed Sports Leaders were
lucky
to  experience
  enough


 a
trip to Court 2 on middle
Saturday. The group were able to
meet Heather Watson; marvel at
the Williams Sisters, Tsonga,
Kvitova and Lleyton Hewitt
amongst other stars. A truly
unforgettable day!
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PIONS
Becoming Taunton Area cha
mpions was a goal for the
girls. When they became Co
unty champions this was
a huge achievement.
Special recognition for
outstanding performances
to Lauren Knight (captain),
Holly McKenna,Tejah Mossm
an and Abi Parr.
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FOOTIE CHAMPS

‘Maroon 5’ played as one
of 10 teams in
the annual Huish Girls Foo
tball Festival.
Great attitude and
some ver y
impressive performance
s from the team
and individuals.



PREFECTS

Congratulations to the new cohort of prefects for 2016-17. As
ambassadors of the school we take great pride in the prefects
being positive role models for all students to look up to. There are
various important roles that the prefects fulfil including helping with
Reading Rebels in KS3, Wake and Shake, supporting homework
club in C1, organising the careers library, co-ordinating successful
practice interviews with Mrs Dalling, doing lunchtime duties,
entertaining the masses in the hall, supporting school events,
showing people around the school, being guides at Open Evening,
meeting and greeting at Parents Evenings and a whole lot more!
It’s going to be a busy year for all but Miss Tonkin can’t imagine
that there is a better group of students to work with.

Massive congratulations to the new team. It has been particularly
difficult this year to select the Head Prefects due to the exceptional
calibre of the Year 10 prefects.
The selection of Head Prefects is a very rigorous process with the
eight candidates completing a gruelling interview with Mr Scutt
and Miss Tonkin. It is through these interviews where the various
roles are decided.
We wish the team the very best for 2016-17; leading a team of
your peers can have its difficulties but we are confident that you
all have the attributes to do your job exceptionally well.

The prefect training day on 22nd June was a great success,
learning on how to deal with situations that may arise, also advice
was shared on how prefects can be more assertive. Miss Tonkin,
Mr Contreras and Mrs Keedwell provided activities that were fun
and helped them work together in teams. These are important
skills in life and we hope that they feel confident in being able to
be effective in their new roles that really start in September.

NATASHA CARTER
Leader of the
Careers Team

HEAD PREFECTS
The new Head Prefect team with their specific areas of
responsibility are:

EMILY ROBINSON
Head Girl and
Duty Team Leader

ARTHUR RAWLES
Head Boy and
Duty Team Leader

SCHOOL COUNCIL

It’s been another very busy year for the Student Council at Bishop
Fox’s. The elected representatives from each tutor group have met
each half term to discuss a range of pressing issues.

RYAN TREAGUS
Duty Team Leader
GEORGE HOGBEN
Duty Team Leader

ALANA SHAPTER
Leader of the
SEN Team

SAM CUNNINGHAM
Leader of the
Hall Team

MILLIE MOORE
Duty Team Leader

Representing the student body, they started the year with a SWOT
analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats)
which was taken to the Senior Leadership Team and the site team
to discuss and help inform planning. Also the School Council had
a ballot and chose Cancer Research UK as the National Charity
for 2015-16; the local charities are Think Amy and Elliot’s Touch.

Supervision prior to start of school: We are aware that some students arrive at school before 7.30am in the
morning. Whilst this if fine, it is important that you are aware that the supervision of students by staff at the
school does not officially begin until 8.30am each day.
Whilst we appreciate the necessity for some students to be dropped off early, we cannot accept responsibility
for their supervision until 8.30am in the morning. Whilst many staff are here much earlier than this, we are, as
you will appreciate, engaged in other work related activities at these times.
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It has been a heat wave of excellence in the summer term in Music.
With most of our time dedicated to the Summer Concert and the
GCSE exams there hasn’t been a moment’s rest! So well done to
all Year 11s that have completed their GCSEs, especially in Music.
So. On with the show…

MUSIC

ExTRA CURRICULAR

SUMMER CONCERT

We have been lucky this year to offer group Brass and Samba
lessons after school. Despite the raspberry blowing all students
involved are loving it, so far a whopping 25 students have taken
up after school brass! Next year we are proud to be offering these
to Year 7 and Year 8 again as well as Ukulele group. Sign up in
September for all these exciting classes!

To complete an amazing year in Music we finished the term with
our sell out ‘Top of the Fox’ Summer concert. The term culminated
in a fantastic performance from the likes of soloists such as Louis
Jarman, Belle Middleton and Lanella Wall, Evie Cosgrove, Giles
Cosgrove and Luke Pinguenet. We have had brilliant group acts
such as Choir, Chamber choir, Year 7 Choir, Orchestra and Staff
Choir, as well as some amazing performances from our new
groups Brass, Samba and Ukulele.

If you are interested in starting an instrumental
or singing lesson then please come to the
Music department for a letter. Currently we
cater for brass, woodwind, string, percussion
and vocal lessons!

As always, in the Music department we are grateful to all staff,
parents and students for helping in many different ways with the
concert. Huge congratulations to Miss Wride and team for the
amazing performance! We look forward to what they achieve next
year.

From all of us in the Music team, have a relaxing Summer and
enjoy the 6 week break! We look forward to seeing you all in the
new school year.
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