NEWSletter

happy

easter

Dear Parents/Guardians
The Spring Term remains a critical stage in the
school calendar. The short length of the term
inevitably means that the calendar is busy and
evening commitments frequent.
We are delighted to have welcomed our new
Curriculum Team Leader for English, Peter
Foster, into post following the February half
term.
A great number of colleagues continue to give
above and beyond and I would like to make
mention of colleagues in the support/welfare
team whose work with more vulnerable
students has been exceptional.
The student roll remains close to 950 and 195
places have been allocated to Year 6 students
for September 2016.
I was delighted that the school was once
again oversubscribed and there are sadly
many parents and students who wanted
places but were unsuccessful. It is however a
credit to staff, students and Governors that
we should be in this somewhat privileged
position.

Many of you will be aware of our decision to
move to a three year Key Stage 4 model.
Steve Summerill has ably led on this and I am
grateful to him for doing so. The Options
Evening for two year groups (8 and 9) proved
a logistical nightmare and was perhaps not
our most impressive episode in recent years.
Sadly since this combined evening was a one
off event we cannot now learn and implement
anything from our mistakes. The basic
problem was overcrowding and for that I
apologise to parents affected.
Students in Year 11 who sat their iGCSE
English early in November received their
results in January. Congratulations go to them
and their long suffering English teachers for
seeing an A*/C pass rate on early entry at
73%.
Thank you for your continued support for the
school.
I very much hope that you have a restful and
pleasant Easter break.

Paul Scutt, Headteacher
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Bishop Fox's school have celebrated World Book Day again in
magical style. In recognition of the life of Alan Rickman and highly
successful female British authors we decided to hold a Harry
Potter theme for the day.
Many students dressed as Harry Potter characters, with some very
impressive and professional costumes from both students and
staff. In true World Book Day spirit we even had Maths lessons
using measures and ratios to produce butter beer.
A fancy dress competition was held at lunch time and the winners
will be announced in our end of term rewards assembly.
Many thanks to all who participated in making this developing and
widely celebrated day where we recognise the joy and pleasure of
reading. We managed to raise a total of £89.29 for the World Book
Day charities - well done to everyone involved!
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MFL DEPARTMENT

CHATEAU D’EBBLINGHEM – FRENCH TRIP MAY 2016
Thanks to all parents for the completion of all paperwork – we are
now looking forward to our visit to St Omer from 28th April to 1st
May – travelling by coach via Eurotunnel, taking in visits to St
Omer, Boulogne-sur-mer, Montcavrel Goat Farm, Becasuc Sweet
Factory, La Coupole and France’s most original theme park - Parc
Astérix.
Parents’ Information Meeting – Wednesday 20th April, 6.00pm,
Theatre - we look forward to seeing you there!
FRENCH (SPANISH) CLUB
This term students have been feeling adventurous – following their
success with a French nativity play, French Club students have
decided to take on another play…this time in Spanish (!) with their
own take on Blancanieves y los siete enanitos (Snow White & the
Seven Dwarfs)
French/ Spanish Club: Monday 1.20-1.55 in T8

DANCE

The Spring term in the Dance Department has been a very busy
one! As well as rehearsing hard in preparation for the Evening of
Dance in March, Bishop Fox's Dancers have been taking part in a
range of different opportunities both in and outside of school.
Girls Feet Up Dance Company shone in a workshop led by Jen
Bowley, the Dance course leader at The SPACE, and
several Year 2 BTEC SPACE students. Fox's Feet Up girls learnt
repertoire
from
the
The
SPACE
production
of
Stateside involving Jazz, Musical Theatre and Contemporary
dance styles.
Year 10 GCSE Dancers took a trip over to The SPACE in
early February. They took part in a workshop led by the
SPACE students and were wowed watching the spectacular
production of Stateside at the Tacchi Morris Arts Centre.
A specially selected group of 30 boys had the privilege of
participating in a full days physical and energy-packed workshop
with the internationally touring company, 2faced Dance. This Boys
Dance Project brought together the most talented and gifted of
Fox's male dancers and were challenged in making a piece in a
day to be performed in the Evening of Dance 2016.

The MFL Department would also like to say “au revoir” to
Mademoiselle Rousvoal who has been working with us this term,
and “bienvenue” to Mademoiselle Gawlik who will be joining us
after Easter.
KS4
Congratulations to both Year 10 & Year 11 GCSE MFL students
who have this term undertaken Mock and Real Speaking & Writing
Controlled Assessments - each assessment is worth 15% of their
final grade – well done!
Easter School – a reminder to Year 11 students that they have
the opportunity to come on Wednesday 30th April in order to work
on their French (9.00-12.00) or Spanish (12.00-3.00) Revision or
Controlled Assessments.
Year 11 Revision Books have been given to all French & Spanish
students with practical exercises in order to prepare for the
Listening & Reading exams in May – happy revising!
Bonne chance! / ¡Buena Suerte!
Bishop Fox's GCSE dancers were lucky enough to have ZoieLogic
Dance Theatre come in in March to lead a two hour workshop. The
dancers learnt repertoire from the company's current production
and explored new and exciting approaches to choreography.
The Evening of Dance was held in early March and showcased
GCSE work, Year 10 performance pieces, and fantastic dances
from both Foxonic and Feet Up Dance companies. Year 7
Ghostbusters kicked butt and Year 8 Carman dancers wowed the
audience with their tyre throwing and car flipping.
The department looks forward to Spring Forward, Somerset's
Youth Dance Platform. Year 10 GCSE dancers will perform at the
Tacchi Morris to showcase their race-against-time performance
piece, Time Out, alongside dancers from schools around the
county.
The Dance Department would like to take this opportunity to give
special recognition to Year 11 GCSE dancer, Ellen Barrington, for
her outstanding commitment to extra-curricular dance club, Feet
Up, and for inspiring students throughout the school with her
passion and love for Dance.
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U14 Regional Badminton Squad
Lauren Knight, Tejah Mossman, Sohia Li, Lydia Smith and Holly
McKenna travelled to Plymouth to represent Somerset at the
SW Championships. They finished 6th out of 7 having learnt a
huge amount and having had a great experience.

V

V U16 Futsal Squad
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Well done to the Futsal girls who have qualified for the County
Finals. Good luck on April 14th at the Spring Games.
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U16 Somerset Handball Players
Lauren Knight, Holly McKenna and Abi Parr have been selected
and represented Somerset at Handball. They started the
season with the U14 squad and have been fast tracked into the
U16 squad. A very impressive achievement!

'

AMERICAN FooTBALL

A team mostly made up of Year 10 boys went to Heathfield after
only 7 training sessions to take on a bigger team that have been
training for two years.
The game ended with a loss of one touchdown. The Flying
Fox's defence was particularly good with consistent
quarterback pressures from our D-line and good open field
tackling from our secondary. Both coaches, Mr Grace and Mr
Farr were especially pleased with the progress the players have
made and proud of how the boys played, and hope to bring
back the win next time.

The team is open to all students who wish to
give Flag American football a go!

V
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THEY DID IT!!
Not second best this time! The U14 Netball Squad have
qualified for the County Finals having played and won all area
schools. The girls have trained hard and really stepped up a
gear this season. They have achieved their goal and we wish
them every success in the forthcoming County Finals on April
15th.
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SPoRTING PRoFILES
Sam Ponter

Sporting Achievement:
National Schools X-Country
Final
What
is
your
sporting
ambition?
To try and represent England at
an international competition.
What is your most memorable sporting moment?
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! Getting a bronze medal with the South West team at the
Triathlon Nationals, because it was my first national
competition.

What advice would you give to someone in sport?
Find something you enjoy and then try your hardest. You never
know what you will achieve.
Where do you see yourself in five years’ time?
Attempting to still be competing at the highest level I am.
Who is your sporting idle/role model?
The Brownlee brothers because they started like me in a club
and competing in local events.
If you could attend any sporting event in the world, what
would it be?
The ! ‘Redbull Rampage’ because it is the biggest downhill
mountain biking event in the world.

Lauren Knight

Year 7 Football
A great season of Football for the Year 7s. Having 30 students regularly
to training each week and entering 4 teams of 40 students to 2 of our
area tournaments. Our first teams running out winners of all 3 area
tournaments this season. A promising prospect.

Sporting Achievement: U16
Somerset Netball Squad
What is your sporting
ambition?
To become an England
netballer and also play for
Team Bath.
What
is
memorable

your

most
sporting

moment?
Beating Bekki Heazelwood at the Badminton School Games
Final. I had hurt both ankles and my wrist and I managed to win
24-22. Or perhaps it was when I moved up into County Netball.

During February half term we refurbished our
Fitness Suite.
This facility is available after school
to all members of the school community.

!

What advice would you give to someone in sport?
Persevere through everything. Try to get to know people in your
sport that could help you progress.
Where do you see yourself in five years’ time?
At Bath University studying Sports Science and playing for their
Netball team.
Who is your sporting idle/role model?
Laura Malcom, she plays Wing Defence for Manchester
Thunder and for the England Squad. I most admire her tracking
skills when she is marking.
If you could attend any sporting event in the world, what
would it be?
Netball World Cup Final.
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MEDIA STUDIES
Media students at Bishop Fox’s recently attended the Media Live
conference held in Disneyland Paris.
35 students from Years 10 and 11 attended the conference which
explores the media industry. They were able to hear inspirational
and successful speakers such as David Garrido from Sky Sports,
Lucy Brett from the BBFC and the journalist and documentary
producer, Tim Samuels.
Both Garrido and Samuels spoke about their pathways into the
media industry, and gave students information about how to
become broadcasters in the future. Brett spoke about the legal
and ethical constraints of the film industry, and highlighted some
particularly interesting and controversial examples of the problems
of rating films.
Students found the experience valuable and rewarding. They were
also able to explore the park for two more days; not only did they
get to enjoy the rides and the huge variety of entertainment and
merchandise available, but they also experienced how the media
industry uses synergy to promote their products. Media teacher,
Miss Dennehy, said, “Disneyland is a fantastic case study as it is
one of the most successful media companies in the world.”

HARRY PoTTER STUDIoS VISIT

Students from Years 8 and 9 recently visited the Harry Potter sets
at the Warner Bros Studios. This is an excellent museum which
brings to life how films are produced from the original concept until
the distribution of it to the public.

DRAMA

The students visited iconic sets such as the Great Hall and Diagon
Alley, as well as exploring methods of visual effects and special
effects. Equally, they saw how camera and cast planning is done
using models of each of the locations and storyboards.
Throughout the day they also had the opportunity to try butterbeer
and take part in green screen activities such as flying a broomstick
over Hogwarts and taking the Hogwarts train out of Platform 9 3/4.

Things have been getting curiouser and curiouser over in the
Drama department as rehearsals for the KS3 Summer Production
of Alice in Wonderland are in full swing. Thrash metal singing
flowers? Angry caterpillars? Pan throwing chefs and pig babies?
Yep, we have it all! Students have been fully involved in the crazy
antics of Alice and are proving themselves to be an excellent cast
with bag loads of enthusiasm, dedication and determination - just
what is needed to put on an excellent show. This is certainly going
to be a show to remember! Watch this space for tickets for the
evening performances on 29th and 30th June.

Fox's Theatre Co. will also be taking to the road again this year,
offering Drama workshops to Year 5 students. This is a chance for
primary school students to work with the young actors from the
show and a handful of talented Year 8s and 9s are currently being
selected to learn how to facilitate workshops and work as a team.
If you would like to be involved backstage, we have opportunities
to be involved with props, costume and stage-management. We
need committed students who can work independently and as
part of a team. If this sounds like something you may be interested
in, please see Mrs. Keedwell or Mrs. Evans in the Drama Office for
more details.

We look forward to seeing you enjoy Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland in the Summer Term, 29th & 30th June
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It has been a beat that you can’t stop down in Music this spring
term. Currently we our working towards are Summer Concert on
the 15th and 16th of June. With Choir rehearsals every Tuesday
and Thursday lunchtimes and Orchestra Tuesday after school it is
certain to be a popping two nights!! Be sure to get your tickets as
soon as they go on sale- they are likely to sell out quickly!
TRIPS
As always here in Music we are fortunate to put on some exciting
trips. The Year 7s were fortunate to feel the love this term as they
went to London to watch the Lion King on stage. Despite the
5:45am start it was a day the students would never forget as they
did a workshop with Pineapple Studios learning how to sing songs
from the show. This allowed many Year 7s the opportunity to
witness the impressive stage puppetry of the production team, as
well as enjoy the recognisable film presented on stage.

From all of us at the Music team
have a hopping Easter break and
we will see you in the Summer Term!

All Welcome

UKULE
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Years 7 & 8
Lion King Trip
KS4 went to watch the Bodyguard at Bristol one evening at the
start of this term. This iconic tearjerker, made famous by Kevin
Costner and Whitney Houston had been brought to the stage with
famous singer Alexandra Burke in the lead of Rachel. It certainly
was an evening where there was no dry eye in the house!!
All students within the school have had the opportunity to watch
the toe tappingly, beat moving hit musical of Hairspray in Bristol
starring Peter Duncan and Clare Sweeney. Students had a chance
to take selfies and hunt autographs at the stage door afterwards
and everyone enjoyed singing and dancing along to “You can’t
stop the Beat” at the end of the show.
ExTRA CURRICULAR
We have been lucky this term to offer group Brass and Samba
lessons afterschool. All students involved are loving it and so far
a whopping 25 Year 7 and 8 students have taken up after school
brass! Watch out for their debut performances in the summer
concert next term!
Also, the new Ukulele Club is proving successful after the debut
of the KS4 in the Carol Concert. Again they will be performing at
this year’s summer concert.

BR ASS LESSONS
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Years 7, 8 & 9
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Communications: If you haven't yet
signed
up
to
receive
school
communications by email, please contact
the school office as soon as possible with
your email address.

Student Absence: Please ring the
ABSENCE line on 255019 not the main
switchboard when reporting student
absences.

Lost property: Please collect from
Reprographics before the end of term,
before it is disposed of!

JoE MATTHEWS

Congratulations to Joseph Matthews, who won the Autograss
Junior Special Nationals and is thus the reigning National
Champion.
Autograss racing is on a natural quarter mile oval track and is
contested at over 50 venues throughout the UK and Eire.
The Junior Special class is specifically for 12 to 16 year old
competitors and the cars have 1200cc Vauxhall Corsa engines
which are not allowed to be modified.
Mr Summerill, Deputy Headteacher, said ‘We are extremely proud
of Joe. His success is based on an awful lot of hard work and
dedication as well as ability. These are the keystones to success
we encourage all of our students to follow’.

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK took place this year from 11th-20th March. The school had lots of
STEM inspired events running throughout the week to build on last year’s success, including
an inter-form quiz and teachers were encouraged to talk about a British scientist or engineer
in their lessons. Can you rearrange these anagrams from the STEM inter-form quiz to give
scientific elements? My tribute? Races in? Snug tent?

CAREERS

JANUARY CoNFERENCE DAY
Year 8 attended talks on ‘A’ Levels, Vocational courses and
apprenticeships and were introduced to a number of useful
Careers guidance websites.
Year 9 attended talks on the IBAC, ‘A’ Levels, apprenticeships,
vocational courses, finance and were also introduced to a number
of useful careers advice websites.
Years 9 and 10 were given the opportunity to attend workshops
on a variety of topics: photography, Art & Media Makeup, Exotic
pets, and Beauty.
Year 10 attended a talk by TAH and were given the opportunity to
complete a CV and make work experience applications.
Year 11 completed their College application forms. They were also
given the opportunity to attend presentations on Higher Education,
Apprenticeships and workshops on ‘A’ level subjects: Business,
Psychology, Economics, Sport, Graphic Design, Dance,
Archaeology, Music, Environmental Science and Drama.

All students in Years 8, 9 and 10 (and some Year 11) attended a
Careers Fair which took place in the Main Hall from 11.20-3pm.
The day was a huge success and it was both enjoyable and
informative.
oTHER NEWS
A group of Year 10 students attended the Catering Department at
Somerset College to see the restaurant and kitchens and find out
about the courses that are on offer. Whilst there they enjoyed hot
chocolate and an excellent selection of cakes!!
Year 11 students should be contacted by the local colleges
regarding interviews. These come in batches but if you haven’t
heard anything by Easter please make Mrs Dalling aware.
Year 10 need to secure their Work Experience places as soon as
possible. If you still haven’t got a placement please work hard over
the Easter break to find one.
Year 10 Careers consultations with Mrs Dalling will start
immediately after Easter. Each student will have a one to one
meeting and receive an action plan in order to help them start to
prepare for applying to College (for 2017).
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