
Paper 1 - English Language
Curriculum Day - November 15th



What do you remember?  Try this question:

A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside 
bank and runs deep and green. The water is warm too, for it has slipped 
twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight before reaching the narrow 
pool. On one side of the river the golden foothill slopes curve up to the strong 
and rocky Gabilan Mountains, but on the valley side the water is lined with 
trees- willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their lower leaf 
junctures the debris of the winter's flooding; and sycamores with mottled, 
white, recumbent limbs and branches that arch over the pool.

Question One:
Read the first part of the source, lines 1 to 8. 
List four things from this part of the source about the Salinas river. (4 marks)



What you’ll do today:
• Get reminders/information about Paper 1 (you should know a 

lot of this already).

• Get new information/terminology which will help you to excel 
and stand out in your answers.  

• Complete practice questions for Q1-4 and consider where you 
need to focus your revision.  

You will receive treats, 
rewards and prom 
points for effort.



Why is this important:
• Your November English Language PPE will be Paper 1.  

• Q1-4 are the questions we have done less well on so far (based 
on previous PPEs/Pixl Curve).

• To get a 5, you need to be above average out of the students 
taking the exam across the country.  This will involve getting 
lots of marks across Q1-4



Reading Assessment Objectives
AO1
Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.
Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

AO2
Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to 
achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology.

AO3
Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed across 
two or more texts.

AO4
Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references.



For your revision 
- so you know 
what’s coming 
up.



We’ll focus on 
Q1-4 today.



Paper One, Question One: AO1
• Identify explicit information 
• Identify explicit ideas

A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside 
bank and runs deep and green. The water is warm too, for it has slipped 
twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight before reaching the narrow 
pool. On one side of the river the golden foothill slopes curve up to the strong 
and rocky Gabilan Mountains, but on the valley side the water is lined with 
trees- willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their lower leaf 
junctures the debris of the winter's flooding; and sycamores with mottled, 
white, recumbent limbs and branches that arch over the pool.

Question One:
Read the first part of the source, lines 1 to 8. 
List four things from this part of the source about the Salinas river. (4 marks)

Explicit means surface 
level/in the text.  Don’t 
tell me the river 
represents hope or 
anything like that.



Paper One, Question One: AO1
• Identify explicit information 
• Identify explicit ideas

A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside bank and runs 
deep and green. The water is warm too, for it has slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in 
the sunlight before reaching the narrow pool. On one side of the river the golden foothill 
slopes curve up to the strong and rocky Gabilan Mountains, but on the valley side the water 
is lined with trees- willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their lower leaf 
junctures the debris of the winter's flooding; and sycamores with mottled, white, recumbent 
limbs and branches that arch over the pool.

Question One:
Read the first part of the source, lines 1 to 8. 
List four things from this part of the source about the Salinas river. (4 marks)

1. It’s a few miles south of Soledad

2. It’s deep

3. It’s green

4. The sycamores are mottled white

How many marks would this 
student get?



Paper One, Question One: AO1

A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside 
bank and runs deep and green. The water is warm too, for it has slipped 
twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight before reaching the narrow 
pool. On one side of the river the golden foothill slopes curve up to the strong 
and rocky Gabilan Mountains, but on the valley side the water is lined with 
trees- willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their lower leaf 
junctures the debris of the winter's flooding; and sycamores with mottled, 
white, recumbent limbs and branches that arch over the pool.

Question One:
List four things from this part of the source about the Salinas river. (4 marks)

1. It’s a few miles south of Soledad

2. It’s deep

3. It’s green

4. The sycamores are mottled white

3 Marks

It MUST be 
about the river



Paper One, Question One: AO1
• Identify explicit information 
• Identify explicit ideas

A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside bank and runs 
deep and green. The water is warm too, for it has slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in 
the sunlight before reaching the narrow pool. On one side of the river the golden foothill 
slopes curve up to the strong and rocky Gabilan Mountains, but on the valley side the water 
is lined with trees- willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their lower leaf 
junctures the debris of the winter's flooding; and sycamores with mottled, white, recumbent 
limbs and branches that arch over the pool.

Question One:
Read the first part of the source, lines 1 to 8. 
List four things from this part of the source about the Salinas river. (4 marks)

1. It’s a few miles south of Soledad

2. It’s deep

3. It’s green

4. The sycamores are mottled white

Highlight or underline any 
other points about the river.



Paper One, Question One: AO1

A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside 
bank and runs deep and green. The water is warm too, for it has slipped 
twinkling over the yellow sands in the sunlight before reaching the narrow 
pool. On one side of the river the golden foothill slopes curve up to the strong 
and rocky Gabilan Mountains, but on the valley side the water is lined with 
trees- willows fresh and green with every spring, carrying in their lower leaf 
junctures the debris of the winter's flooding; and sycamores with mottled, 
white, recumbent limbs and branches that arch over the pool.

Question One:
List four things from this part of the source about the Salinas river. (4 marks)

Which points would get the marks?



Paper One, Question One: AO1

What can go wrong with question one?
If you do any of the following, you won't gain full marks for this question:

1. Write something that’s false
2. Include information that’s not in the text
3. Take information from somewhere other than the line references given
4. Include information not relating to the question
5. Copy large sections of the text 
6. Write a ‘deeper meaning’ point (an inference).



Paper One, Question One: AO1
TASK:
Answer the example Q1sQuestion One:

List four things from this part of the source about the 
stranger. (4 marks)

Wonderfully, it was the boy who saw him first. He glanced out of 
his bedroom window, then looked again and harder -- and dared 
to hope. No, it was not a trick of the light; a tall figure in a ragged 
black coat and a ruined old hat was walking down the darkening 
hillside; and he was heading toward the house.

The stranger's face was chalk-white with exhaustion, and he 
stumbled on the rough ground, his hands held out before him like 
a sleepwalker's. He looked like a scarecrow deserting his post. 
High grasses soaked his cracked boots and drenched his coat 
hems. 



Paper One, Question One: AO1

TASK:
Answer the example question ones…

Question One:
List four things from this part of the source about the stranger. (4 marks)

Wonderfully, it was the boy who saw him first. He glanced out of his bedroom 
window, then looked again and harder -- and dared to hope. No, it was not a 
trick of the light; a tall figure in a ragged black coat and a ruined old hat was 
walking down the darkening hillside; and he was heading toward the house.

The stranger's face was chalk-white with exhaustion, and he stumbled on the 
rough ground, his hands held out before him like a sleepwalker's. He looked like 
a scarecrow deserting his post. High grasses soaked his cracked boots and 
drenched his coat hems. 



Paper One, Question One: AO1

TASK:
Answer the example question ones…

Question One:
List four things from this part of the source about Manhattan. (4 marks)

September is glorious in Manhattan, and this year was no 
exception. The temperature was a perfect seventy-five degrees, 
the humidity low, and the sky a cloudless blue. Coming back to the 
city from a restless summer, the weather is always a reminder that 
spectacular things can happen and that greatness is just around 
the corner. The air buzzes with excitement, and in one day, the 
city goes from sleepy to frenzied. There s the familiar crawl of 
traffic on Sixth and Park Avenues, the air hums with cell phone 
conversations, and the restaurants are full. 



Paper One, Question One: AO1

TASK:
Answer the example question ones…

Question One:
List four things from this part of the source about Manhattan in September. (4 
marks)

September is glorious in Manhattan, and this year was no 
exception. The temperature was a perfect seventy-five degrees, 
the humidity low, and the sky a cloudless blue. Coming back to the 
city from a restless summer, the weather is always a reminder that 
spectacular things can happen and that greatness is just around 
the corner. The air buzzes with excitement, and in one day, the 
city goes from sleepy to frenzied. There’s the familiar crawl of 
traffic on Sixth and Park Avenues, the air hums with cell phone 
conversations, and the restaurants are full. 



• Analyse how writers use language to achieve effects 
• Select textual detail
• Use subject terminology

Paper One, Question Two: AO2

This basically just means selecting 
quotes from the text. Ideally, you’d 

embed a range of mini quotes into your 
analysis.

You’re expected to know and use three 
types of subject terminology:

1. Parts of speech: adjective, adverb, 
noun, pronoun, verb, preposition, 
interjection, conjunction and article.

2. Literary devices: simile, metaphor, 
personification, hyperbole, 
juxtaposition, imagery, irony, cliché, 
alliteration, anaphora, direct 
address…   

3. Sentence, clause and phrase types: 
simple, compound, complex, 
subordinate clause, preposition, 
adverbial



Paper One, Question Two: AO2
Parts of Speech

Noun: person, place or thing Adjective: describes a noun

Male
Black
Hansom
Clever 

Beautiful
Spherical
Vast
Wonderful

White
Fluffy
Edible
Cute 

Verb: a word of doing or being Adverb: describes a verb
To stand To run To hoe officially competitively enthusiastically



Paper One, Question Two: AO2
Parts of Speech: Noun: person, place or thing

Adjective: describes a noun
Verb: a word of doing or being
Adverb: describes a verb

TASK:
Identify the parts of speech in the sentences…

The small boy fell awkwardly.



Paper One, Question Two: AO2
Parts of Speech: Noun: person, place or thing

Adjective: describes a noun
Verb: a word of doing or being
Adverb: describes a verb

TASK:
Identify the parts of speech in the sentences…

Danni happily sipped the icy 
coke.



Paper One, Question Two: AO2
Parts of Speech: Noun: person, place or thing

Adjective: describes a noun
Verb: a word of doing or being
Adverb: describes a verb

TASK:
Identify the parts of speech in the sentences…

Little Adriana squealed loudly. 



Paper One, Question Two: AO2
Parts of Speech: Noun: person, place or thing

Adjective: describes a noun
Verb: a word of doing or being
Adverb: describes a verb

TASK:
Identify the parts of speech in the sentences…

Wildly, the mad mother sang 
a daft song.



Paper One, Question Two: AO2
Parts of Speech

Pronoun: used in place of a noun – he, it, she, they, I… 

Preposition: indicates position in place or time  –
under, beside, at 12am 

Interjection: a short expression with strong feeling 

Conjunction: joins words or groups of words in a sentence 

Article: the adjectives the, a, an… 



Paper One, Question Two: AO2
TASK:
Complete the quick quiz below that identifies literary devices. 
Include ones we’ve not looked at – simile, metaphor, 
personification.  Write the number and the techniques used.

1. The fire reared its angry head.
2. Clothes dirty and torn, the boy reached his hand up to the woman whose 

eyes glanced down at him through her Gucci sunglasses before she 
clacked away on her Jimmi Choo heels. 

3. She was bright. She was beautiful and, best of all, she was mine. She was 
mine.

4. Her blunt words cut like a mishandled razor.
5. White waves washed over the sand whilst the wind whipped at my face. 
6. If I couldn’t go to the part, it was simple the end of my world.
7. As the ambulance rushed to the accident, its driver didn’t notice the 

wounded man from the bike, crawling on the road…
8. They were sick and tired of it.
9. If you had been there and you had seen what I saw, you’d hate them as 

much as I do.



How does the writer use language here to 
describe the people at Fashion Week? 

For the rest of the country, Labor Day marks the end of the summer and the 
beginning of the school year. But in New York, the real year begins a few days later, 
with that venerable tradition known as Fashion Week.

On Sixth Avenue behind the Public Library, Bryant Park was transformed into a 
wonderland of white tents where dozens of fashion shows would take place. Black 
carpeted steps led up to French doors, and all week, these steps were lined with 
students and fans hoping to get a glimpse of their favorite designers or stars, with 
Japanese photographers (whom everyone agreed were more polite), with paparazzi, 
with security men with headsets and walkie-talkies, with the young P.R. girls (always 
in black, sporting concerned expressions), and with all manner of well-heeled 
attendees shouting into cell phones for their cars. 

TASK: Highlight all of the information in the text that is directly 
related to the question.



How does the writer use language here to 
describe the people at Fashion Week? 

For the rest of the country, Labor Day marks the end of the summer and the 
beginning of the school year. But in New York, the real year begins a few days later, 
with that venerable tradition known as Fashion Week.

On Sixth Avenue behind the Public Library, Bryant Park was transformed into a 
wonderland of white tents where dozens of fashion shows would take place. Black 
carpeted steps led up to French doors, and all week, these steps were lined with 
students and fans hoping to get a glimpse of their favorite designers or stars, with 
Japanese photographers (whom everyone agreed were more polite), with paparazzi, 
with security men with headsets and walkie-talkies, with the young P.R. girls (always 
in black, sporting concerned expressions), and with all manner of well-heeled 
attendees shouting into cell phones for their cars. 

You only get marks for analysing 
language that refers to the question!



How does the writer use language here to 
describe the people at Fashion Week? 

• these steps were lined with students and fans hoping to get a 
glimpse of their favorite designers 

• stars

• Japanese photographers (whom everyone agreed were more 
polite)

• paparazzi

• security men with headsets and walkie-talkies

• young P.R. girls (always in black, sporting concerned expressions)

• all manner of well-heeled attendees shouting into cell phones for 
their cars. 

TASK: In your groups, select which words you think are the most 
effective from your allocated quotation and note the effect of 
these words. Try to use subject terminology.



How does the writer use language here to 
describe the people at Fashion Week? 

Success Criteria:

• Explain the overall effect of the description

• Identify individual words to focus on

• Use the subject terminology (part of speech/literary 
device)

• Make inferences from the word

• Support your interpretation with further comments or 
focus on another word

TASK: Feedback your group’s ideas to the class.



How does the writer use language here to 
describe the people at Fashion Week? 

Level Four Response:
‘Students’ at fashion week are ‘lined’ up on the ‘steps’. 
The verb ‘lined’ indicates that there are many students, 
almost a crowd but that they are civil and well organised
even though they are ‘hoping to get a glimpse of their 
favorite designers’. The verb ‘glimpse’ suggests that the 
students are very passionate about their ‘favourite
designers’ as even a very short sighting is something 
worth ‘hoping’ for. There is a cumulative effect of all of 
these verbs (lined, hoping, glimpse) in one complex 
sentence that evokes a sense of excitement and tense 
waiting for the designers. 



How does the writer use language here to 
describe the people at Fashion Week? 

Success Criteria:

• Explain the overall effect of the 
description

• Identify individual words to focus 
on

• Use the subject terminology (part 
of speech/literary device)

• Make inferences from the word

• Support your interpretation with 
further comments or focus on 
another word

TASK: in 15 minutes silent writing, answer the example question 
two.

The writer uses the verb ‘…’ to 
imply…

The use of the simile, ‘…’, portrays 
the people at fashion week as…

This is supported by the adverb ‘…’, 
which 
demonstrates/implies/portrays…

The adjective ‘…’ has connotations 
of… , making the people at Fashion 
Week seem…



• Analyse how writers use structure to achieve effects 

• Select examples

• Use subject terminology

Paper One, Question Three: AO2

You will need to be able to use subject terminology to 
describe structure. Structural devices are usually used 
to support one of the following:
• Setting (character and place)
• Plot
• Theme

There are also generic elements of structure, such as 
paragraphs.



Setting

• Deductive: moving from a general description 
or topic to a specific description or topic

• Inductive: moving from a specific description 
or topic to a general description or topic

• Beginning: the opening of a text

• Ending: the end of a text

• Exposition: where the writer reveals 
information to the reader about the character, 
setting or past

Paper One, Question Three: AO2



Setting

We walk along the back streets behind our house, 
where the open sewers flow down to the canal or, 
when it hasn’t rained for some weeks, where they lay 
and stagnate. Beño always holds his little nose closed 
tight and puffs out his cheeks as we wind our way 
down across the canal and away from the houses. We 
live in the outskirts of the settlement so from our door 
to the river bank takes only five minutes. I’m carrying 
my fishing rod and a small tackle bag that was my 
father’s. 

Paper One, Question Three: AO2

TASK: in pairs, label where each of the elements of structure 
related to setting occur in this paragraph.



Plot 

• Chronological: events presented in the order in which they occurred

• Rising action: events or incidents designed to build to a plot climax

• Catalyst: the addition of an element that precipitates or speeds up events

• Climax: the culmination of events into an intense and/or significant 
moment

• Falling action: events after a climax, before the end

• Resolution/Denouement: the final part of a plot, where all strands are 
drawn together and resolved

• Flashback: a scene set in a time earlier than the time in the main plot

• Foreshadowing: a warning or indication of a future event 

• Precursor: something that comes before a similar thing; a forerunner

• Omission: withholding information, usually to create suspense 

• Dialogue: speech

• Dual narrative: where a plot is told by two narrators 

Paper One, Question Three: AO2



Paper One, Question Three: AO2

TASK: draw the narrative arc diagram and add the elements of 
structure that are not included…



Theme

• Juxtaposition: two contrasting images or ideas 
presented alongside each other 

• Repetition: an idea, word or series of words that 
are repeated

• Bookending: when a text begins and ends with the 
same words, sentence or idea

Paper One, Question Three: AO2



Generic Structural Terms

• Paragraph: a section of the text, usually focussed on a single 
theme or topic 

• Topic Sentence: a sentence that expresses the main focus of the 
paragraph in which it begins

• Discourse marker: words or phrases used to organise writing to 
guide the read (e.g. conjunctive adverbials, prepositions…)

• Complex/simple/compound sentence: complete sentences 
with a main clause (and other ingredients) 

• Listing: a list

• Fragment: a stand alone word or phrase that is not a sentence

• Clause: part of a sentence that include a subject and a finite 
verb

• Adverbial: a phrase within a sentence (time, place, manner)

Paper One, Question Three: AO2



Setting

We walk along the back streets behind our house, 
where the open sewers flow down to the canal or, 
when it hasn’t rained for some weeks, where they lay 
and stagnate. Beño always holds his little nose closed 
tight and puffs out his cheeks as we wind our way 
down across the canal and away from the houses. We 
live in the outskirts of the settlement so from our door 
to the river bank takes only five minutes. I’m carrying 
my fishing rod and a small tackle bag that was my 
father’s. 

Paper One, Question Three: AO2

TASK: in pairs, label where any of the general elements of 
structure that occur in this paragraph.



Paper One, Question Three: AO2

• Analyse how writers use structure to achieve 
effects 

• Select examples

• Use subject terminology

TASK:
In your table teams, recap as many elements of structure that 
you can remember from last lesson.



Paper One, Question Three: AO2

You now need to think about the whole of the source. (8 
marks)

The text is from the opening of a novel.

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a 
reader?

You could write about:
• what the writer focuses your attention on at the 

beginning
• how and why the writer changes this focus as the source 

develops 
• any other structural features that interest you. 



Paper One, Question Three: AO2

There is a path through the willows and among 
the sycamores, a path beaten hard by boys 
coming down from the ranches to swim in the 
deep pool, and beaten hard by tramps who 
come wearily down from the highway in the 
evening to jungle-up near water. 

Deductive 
description: zooms in 
to where action will 

take place 

Exposition: indicates to 
the reader that there is 

much poverty. Biases the 
reader about the 

characters before they are 
introduced.



Paper One, Question Three: AO2

And then from the direction of the state 
highway came the sound of footsteps on crisp 
sycamore leaves. The rabbits hurried noiselessly 
for cover. A stilted heron labored up into the air 
and pounded down river. 

Withholding information/omission to 
create suspense

Listing: sounds are listed 
to created a sense of a 
sudden disturbance to 
break the peace, again 

creating suspense. 

Sentence starts with ‘and’ which 
indicates a sudden change – before, 

the whole passage has been a 
peaceful description of stillness – but 

now something is happening



Paper One, Question Three: AO2

You now need to think about the whole of the source. (8 marks)

The text is from the opening of a novel.

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

You could write about:
• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning
• how and why the writer changes this focus as the source 

develops 
• any other structural features that interest you. 

TASK:
Read the Of Mice and Men extract and annotate any elements 
of structure that you find interesting.



Paper One, Question Three: AO2
You now need to think about the whole of the source. (8 marks) 
The text is from the opening of a novel. How has the writer 
structured the text to interest you as a reader?

You could write about:
• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning
• how and why the writer changes this focus as the source 

develops 
• any other structural features that interest you. 

TASK:
Write your answer to the question above. 
Remember to include the following:
• How writers use structure to create 

effects
• Examples
• Subject terminology

Sentence Starters
The writer starts the extract with 
exposition about… to…

The use of juxtaposition in the description 
of… emphasises…

The description of the rising action when… 
makes the reader feel…



The first paragraph establishes the setting, creating the image of a natural 
environment, inhabited by animals in a peaceful and beautiful place with 
‘warm’ ‘twinkling’ water. The description is developed over three 
paragraphs, perhaps indicating the size of the area and the amount of 
sights to be appreciated. The second paragraph tells the reader that 
‘tramps’ frequent the area, exposition that indicates that there is poverty 
and hardship which colours our view of the characters we then meet. In 
the third paragraph, the description continues with what could be 
considered foreshadowing, when the ‘shade climbed up the hills’. This 
could be symbolic of darkness arriving, so the reader thinks that something 
in the plot will disturb the peace established at the beginning of the 
narrative.  
The writer then moves to a deductive description of two characters. They 
are described in detail so that the reader can fully imagine them in the 
setting and begin to understand their context. They are clearly poor men 
who are travelling as they are carrying ‘blanket rolls’ but the writer does 
not indicate where they are travelling to or from and this omission creates 
intrigue. This intrigue is furthered by the fact that the writer does not tell 
us either character’s name so the reader is left wondering who they are 
and what their role will be in the narrative.

Analyse how writers 
use structure to 
achieve effects 

Select examples Use subject terminology



Paper One, Question Four: AO4
Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the the 
source, from line 23, the start of paragraph four, to the end.

A student, having read this section of the text, said: “This part 
of the text, explaining what Lennie and George are doing, 
shows how unequal their relationship is. It makes me feel 
sympathy for Lennie.”

To what extent do you agree?

In your response, you could:
• Consider your own impressions of how unequal the 

relationship is 
• Evaluate how the writer creates sympathy for Lennie
• Support your opinions with quotations from the text. 
(20 marks)



Paper One, Question Four: AO4

In your response, you 
could:

• Consider your own 
impressions of how 
unequal the 
relationship is 

• Evaluate how the 
writer creates 
sympathy for Lennie

• Support your 
opinions with 
quotations from the 
text. 

Select textual 
references

• Critically evaluate the 
effects on readers

• Understand writers’ 
methods

• Critically respond to 
focus statement



Paper One, Question Four: AO4

Unequal? Sympathy for Lennie?

Lennie wants to be like George: ‘Lennie, 
who had been watching, imitated George 
exactly.

George speaks harshly to Lennie: 
‘"Lennie!" he said sharply.’

Although George is acting in Lennie’s
best interests, George does speak 
‘harshly’ which does elicit sympathy.

TASK: 
• Draw the table
• Fill in any evidence from the text that either supports or questions the 

two statements made by the student 
• Include quotations to support your points



Paper One, Question Four: AO4

Unequal? Sympathy for Lennie?

Lennie wants to be like George: ‘Lennie, 
who had been watching, imitated George 
exactly.

George speaks harshly to Lennie: 
‘"Lennie!" he said sharply.’

TASK: 
• Look at the points you have made in your table
• Decide which parts of AO4 you have met in your points
• Label them

• Critically evaluate the effects on readers

• Understand writers’ methods

• Select textual references

• Critically respond to focus statement



Paper One, Question Four: AO4

Unequal? Sympathy for Lennie?

Lennie wants to be like George: ‘Lennie, 
who had been watching, imitated George 
exactly.

This seems to actually make Lennie
happy. He does it through choice, almost 
like a hobby.

• Critically evaluate the effects on readers

• Understand writers’ methods

• Select textual references

• Critically respond to focus statement

We have included textual references and responded to the focus statement, 
either agreeing or disagreeing. We have also considered (a little) the effect on 
the reader: do we feel sympathy?

Next, we need to include the detailed effect on readers and references to 
writers’ methods…



Paper One, Question Four: AO4
• Critically evaluate the effects on readers

• Understand writers’ methods

• Select textual references

• Critically respond to focus statement

Writers’ methods:
• Language features:

• Parts of speech
• Literary devices
• Sentence, clause, phrase types

• Structural features:
• Setting (character and place)
• Plot
• Theme
• General structural features



Paper One, Question Four: AO4
Lennie wants to be like George, showing that their relationship is 
unequal because Lennie looks up to George as a role-model: 
‘Lennie, who had been watching, imitated George exactly.’ 
Clearly, Lennie admires George and wants to copy him, as if he 
sees George’s way of doing things, even the most simple things 
like embracing ‘his knees’, as superior, reflecting the inequality 
of their relationship. The writer’s use of the adverb ‘exactly’ 
shows that Lennie notices every detail; it is important to him to 
be perfectly like George. This adverb emphasises Lennie’s
subservience as he seems to delete his own natural manner in 
order to mimic George’s. The lengths that he goes to are 
illustrated by the writer through his use of a list: ‘He pushed 
himself back, drew up his knees, embraced them’. Lennie does 
each thing methodically and then he checks to see if he has it 
‘just right’. Notably, this is not encouraged by George; Lennie
does it through choice and so we do not feel sympathy for Lennie
due to this inequality. However, we may feel sympathy for his 
mental state; he is clearly presented as someone with limited 
mental capacity and this, rather than the inequality in their 
relationship is what generates the reader’s sympathy.



Paper One, Question Four: AO4

Unequal? WRITERS’ METHODS Sympathy for Lennie?

George speaks harshly to 
Lennie: ‘"Lennie!" he said 
sharply.’

• Shouts name – gets 
attention

• ! Indicates shouting
• Fragment – sharp and 

harsh – but effective
• Adverb ‘sharply’ implies 

harshness/telling off

• Feel George is protective 
of Lennie – no sympathy

• His manner is George is 
acting in Lennie’s best 
interests 

• George does speak 
‘harshly’

• Elicits sympathy
• harsh - sympathy

Unequal: 
• Textual reference
• Response to statement

Sympathy:
• Response to statement
• Effect on readers

Writers’ Methods:
• Effect on readers

TASK: 
• Complete your table
• Share your ideas on your table to add further points to your table



Paper One, Question Four: AO4
Unequal? WRITERS’ METHODS Sympathy for Lennie?

George speaks harshly to 
Lennie: ‘"Lennie!" he said 
sharply.’

• Shouts name – gets 
attention

• ! Indicates shouting
• Fragment – sharp and 

harsh – but effective
• Adverb ‘sharply’ implies 

harshness/telling off

• Feel George is protective 
of Lennie – no sympathy

• His manner is George is 
acting in Lennie’s best 
interests 

• George does speak 
‘sharply’

• Elicits sympathy
• harsh - sympathy

The relationship is presented as unequal because George speaks very harshly to Lennie
and Lennie accept it: ‘”Lennie!” he said sharply.’ George shouts Lennie’s name. Using the 
proper noun shows that he is serious and that Lennie should give him his full attention 
because George is in charge. The writer’s use of the exclamation mark indicates that 
George is shouting, illustrating his power further. The harshness of the shouting is further 
emphasised by the fact George addresses Lennie with a one word fragment. He doesn’t 
need to say anything more as their relationship is so unequal that Lennie will call to 
attention. This does elicit sympathy for Lennie as it seems that he is told off and controlled 
by George. This sympathy is furthered by the adverb ‘sharply’. However, the reader also 
understands that George has Lennie’s best interests at heart and so we feel he is being 
protected; however, the sharp manner of this protection does create sympathy.



Paper One, Question Four: AO4
The relationship is presented as unequal because George speaks very harshly to 
Lennie and Lennie accept it: ‘”Lennie!” he said sharply.’ George shouts Lennie’s
name. Using the proper noun shows that he is serious and that Lennie should give 
him his full attention because George is in charge. The writer’s use of the 
exclamation mark indicates that George is shouting, illustrating his power further. 
The harshness of the shouting is further emphasised by the fact George addresses 
Lennie with a one word fragment. He doesn’t need to say anything more as their 
relationship is so unequal that Lennie will call to attention. This does elicit 
sympathy for Lennie as it seems that he is told off and controlled by George. This 
sympathy is furthered by the adverb ‘sharply’. However, the reader also 
understands that George has Lennie’s best interests at heart and so we feel he is 
being protected; however, the sharp manner of this protection does create 
sympathy.

TASK: 
• Turn one row of your table into prose



Paper One, Question Four: AO4
Using adverbials in your writing can make it 
sound more critical and evaluative. There are 
three ways you should try to use adverbials in 
your critical evaluations:

• Adverbials of certainty 

• Tentative adverbials

• Adverbials of importance

• Adverbials of addition

• Adverbials of summary



Paper One, Question Four: AO4
Adverbials of certainty 

• Of course,

• Without a doubt,

Tentative adverbials

• Perhaps

• Arguably,

Adverbials of importance

• Interestingly,

• Importantly,

Adverbials of addition
• Furthermore,
• Additionally,
Adverbials of summary
• Essentially,
• In summary,



Paper One, Question Four: AO4
Using adverbials in your writing can make it sound more critical 
and evaluative. There are three ways you should try to use 
adverbials in your critical evaluations:

The first line says that Manhattan at this time is ‘glorious’ but I 
agree with that student that this is questionable and that fashion 
week itself is portrayed as unpleasant. Certainly, the noun 
‘pandemonium’ to describe the events in the tent presents an 
uncomfortably busy and somewhat overwhelming scene. Indeed, 
it makes me wonder whether the narrator is to be trusted if they 
view this as glorious, especially when shoes are being carelessly 
‘trod’ on’, clearly indicating a lack of care from the people at the 
festival. Notably, the ‘sling-back’ is referred to as a proper noun: 
‘Jimmy Choo’, presumably because brand names are what is 
valued here, rather than respect for the property of another. 
Ostensibly, the atmosphere created appears so unpleasant 
because of the culmination of two descriptions: an overcrowded, 
over busy tent and a careless, damaging group of patrons.



Review – Discuss with a partner or think on your 
own

• Which questions do you find easier?  

• Which questions do you find more difficult?  What is difficult 
about them?



Practise

• Choose the question(s) you know you 
need to work on.  Talk to your teacher if 
unsure.  

• Complete at least one practise question 
from your booklet.  


