13th September 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians 
Key Stage 4 Science Course Change
As you are aware, your son/daughter began the GCSE Science course in February 2011, at this time we were unaware of the direction that the government and the school were going to take with regard to the English Baccalaureate. In order not to jeopardise any opportunities for students we began an extra group on the GCSE course.

We have now been able to evaluate this GCSE group. Naturally, we want your son/daughter to do as well as he/she possibly can, so we have now decided to change this GCSE group to follow the EDEXCEL BTEC Applied Science Extended Certificate course. We feel that this course will provide the students with the best chances for success. BTEC provides a more practical, real life approach to learning, alongside a theoretical background. BTEC qualifications are given ‘equivalence’ to GCSEs, and students can go on to study at college and university if they choose. Students who are prepared to work hard will be successful on a BTEC course. We find that many students are more engaged and motivated on the BTEC course without the pressures of formal exams, which some students find very daunting.

If you would like to discuss any aspect of this change please feel free to contact me at school.
I thank you for your support
Yours sincerely,
Mrs R Higgs

Head of Science
